
In today's class, the Team STEAM Express took us on a
trip to a bunch of cool VOLCANOES! The stops we
made on this trip taught us a lot about about
volcanoes, a type of natural disaster. However, there's
some other types of natural disasters, like TORNADOES!

Tornadoes can be a little scary, but they're still pretty
cool! Keep reading to learn some wacky fun facts about
tornadoes and engage in a fun tornado-in-a-jar activity
where you can make your own mini tornado!

Hi! I'm Pia the Panda Bear,

and I met you guys at one of

the stops on the Team STEAM

Express today. Do you

remember me? I gave you a

tour of some cool volcanoes,

and now I'll tell you about

tornadoes!

TORNADO IN A JAR
I C M  S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  M A T E R I A L S
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Tornado Fun Fact: Tornadoes
have hit every continent

except antarctica!

Wow! Tornadoes must be pretty common then if

they've been on almost every continent! But wait,

Pia's still a little confused. She doesn't know exactly

what a tornado is! 

WHAT IS A
TORNADO?

Tornadoes are tall funnels of air! They look like the
picture above!

Tornadoes are just a tall column of air coming down
from a CUMULONIMBUS CLOUD.
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Once a tornado is formed, they usually
only last a few minutes.
Some tornadoes might last up to an hour!
Most tornadoes only travel up to 6 miles.
Tornadoes may move at winds up to 300
miles per hour. That's a lot faster than any
car!

SOME COOL TORNADO FACTS:

Cumulonimbus cloud:
Cumulonimbus cloud are just STORM
CLOUDS. They're dark clouds that cause
thunderstorms.

Cumulonimbus
clouds
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TORNADO IN A JAR activity

You've taught me a lot about

tornadoes! Now, I have a little

activity for you to do! With all

your knowledge of tornadoes,

you can make your very own

mini tornado! Don't worry, it's

completely safe!

Using a few simple
materials, you can make
your very own mini tornado
in a jar!

For a more in-depth lesson
about tornadoes, visit our
website here. 

Watch a video of this
tornado activity here.

Continue reading for the
activity instructions!te
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https://teamsteamnc.wixsite.com/teamsteam/activities
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6kQu5LnvqutjHK38bFVZTw


Instructions:

Fill your jar 3/4 of the way with water.

Add in the 1 tsp of dish soap and vinegar.

OPTIONAL: Add in the confetti, glitter, food

coloring, and any other add-ins you want to

make this tornado fun!

Here's the fun part! Make sure to seal the lid

on tightly and SHAKE! Shake the jar and

see your tornado form!

If desired, open the jar up and swirl it with

your stirrer and see if you get a tornado

that way!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

You will need:

A jar with a lid (mason jar, plastic water

bottle, jam jars, anything will work!

Water

1 teaspoon dish soap

1 teaspoon vinegar

Stirrer/straw (optional)

Food coloring (optional)

Glitter, confetti, other add-ins (optional)

We hope you enjoyed your tornado in a jar!te
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